SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
To Whom Does Your Body Belong?
January 17, 2021
AS WE GATHER
Today we are called to remember that our bodies are not our own. Paul reminds us in the
Epistle that we were bought with a price: the blood of Christ. Our bodies are temples of the
Holy Spirit. Our bodies, even our whole lives, belong to the Lord, and we are called to
consider how we are to best steward the bodies God has given us for the sake of His
kingdom.

 Welcome and Announcements 
HYMN

“Take My Life and Let It Be” 783 vs. 1-3

Tune and text: Public domain

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES Based on Psalm 139:1–2, 7–8; 1 Corinthians 6:19–20
Pastor: O Lord, You have searched and known us.
People:
You discern our thoughts from afar.
Pastor: Where shall we go from Your Spirit?
People:
Or where shall we flee from Your presence?
Pastor: If we ascend to heaven, You are there!
People:
If we make our bed in Sheol, You are there!
Pastor: Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit.
People:
We were bought with a price, the blood of Christ.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Indeed, we were bought with the precious blood of Christ, and God calls on us to
glorify God with our bodies, but we have failed to do this. We have lived as if our
bodies and lives were our own, as if Your Son had not bought them with His blood.
Such sins cause deep shame, yet even now, our heavenly Father invites us to come
to Him and ask for forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.
Pastor: Heavenly Father,
People:
we have sinned by the things we have done and by the things we have
left undone. Forgive us, remove the shame that clings to us, and make
us new creations for the sake of Jesus. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God, in His infinite mercy and grace, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for
our sins. In His resurrection, He removes our shame and makes us more than
conquerors. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. Our shame is removed.

SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
2

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, You paid for our lives with the price of Your blood on the cross.
Strengthen us to serve You with pure hearts and minds, that we may be witnesses to
the word of Your forgiveness; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Samuel 3:1–10 (The Lord calls Samuel.)
The young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. And the word of the LORD was
rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his own place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.
Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.
And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am,
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet
know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.
And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here
I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the young man. Therefore
Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your
servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said,
“Speak, for your servant hears.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

1 Corinthians 6:12–20 (To whom does your body belong?)

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I
will not be enslaved by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the
Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ
and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a
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prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But
he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual immorality. Every
other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his
own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom
you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in
your body.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

VERSE

Isaiah 49:3

Pastor: Alleluia. You are My servant,
People:
Israel, in whom I will be glorified. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:43–51 (Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
People:
Glory to You, O Lord.

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.”
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to
him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him,
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to him, “How do you
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I
saw you.” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”
Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You
will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see
heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“I Want to Walk As A Child Of the Light” 411

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000178
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SERMON “To Whom Does Your Body Belong” 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
CREED

Nicene Creed

People:

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs. Holy Spirit, from sin and sorrow set us free;
People:
may we Your living temples be.
Pastor: Spirit, inspire all people as they serve in their vocations. Grant them creativity,
wisdom, discernment, and courage to follow where You lead. From sin and sorrow set
us free;
People:
may we Your living temples be.
Pastor: Spirit, You are the Comforter sent from heaven. Bring Your comfort to all those who
are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. Point them to the hope of the resurrection to
eternal peace and life with Jesus. From sin and sorrow set us free;
People:
may we Your living temples be.
Pastor: Spirit, strengthen all those who struggle with addictions. Break their bondage, lead
them to get the help they need, and remind them that You dwell within them. From sin
and sorrow set us free;
People:
may we Your living temples be.
Pastor: Spirit, aid all pastors, teachers, church planters, missionaries, musicians, and
servants in Your Church. Embolden them as they plant and water the good seeds of
the Gospel. We humbly ask You to provide growth where and when You will. From sin
and sorrow set us free;
People:
may we Your living temples be.
Pastor: Spirit, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .].
Have mercy upon them, and heal them according to Your good and gracious will.
From sin and sorrow set us free;
People:
may we Your living temples be.
Pastor: Spirit, we commend all these things to Your infinite wisdom and guiding, for You live
and reign with the Father and the Son, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.

OFFERING
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PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

[Psalm 136]

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–

20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
People:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Revelation 22:20
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood in this
Sacrament, You lead us to remember all that You have done for us before we were
born, to realize that You are with us today, and to await Your promised return one day
to receive us into Your eternal kingdom. So remember us in Your kingdom now and
teach us to pray:
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
People:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You purchased and won us by the blood of
Christ. We implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us to live as worthy
witnesses of Your grace and wisdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People:
Amen.

HYMN

Numbers 6:24–26

“Take My Life and Let It Be” 783 vs. 5-6

Tune and text: Public domain
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