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Apostles Lutheran Church Visions 

To Know Jesus and make Jesus Known 

Our congregation’s theme verse for 2023: 

“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before 

us, looking to Jesus,” (Hebrews 12:1c-2a)* 

     In Leadville, Colorado there is a race called the 

“Leadville Trail 100 Run”.  It is a 100 mile foot race 

through the forests and mountains around Leadville, 

Colorado. The lowest point in the course is 9,219 feet 

above sea level, the highest point is 12,532 feet. One 

challenge at that height is the thin air, another the rise 

and fall of going over some of the 

highest mountains in the lower 48. 

The sheer distance of covering 100 

miles on foot is daunting to most 

of us. Completing this race takes 

training, nutrition, and the best 

equipment. Finishers have to be 

prepared mentally, physically and 

emotionally. There are many chal-

lenges to overcome in the Lead-

ville Trail 100 Run. The thing I 

find most amazing about this race 

is that there are more people who 

want to do this each year than 

there is space available! Entry is 

through qualifying races or a lottery system! The 

prize for successfully running this race is a belt buck-

le, the respect of other runners and the satisfaction of 

achieving a goal. I think it is safe to say that MOST 

of us wouldn’t even think of trying this race. 

Our congregation’s theme verse for 2023 talks about 

another race that all of us are entered into. It’s a race 

we all can finish for a prize greater than respect and a 

buckle.  This race doesn’t have beautiful mountains, 

sky and lakes. There are other challenges and re-

wards. The race is our life/relationship with Jesus. He 

is the goal we strive to reach.  

 

 

The main challenge to any race is the distractions. 

The tiredness, the discomfort, the pretty sights along 

the way. They all take us away from the goal.  There 

is also the temptation to quit and take it easy, thinking 

the goal isn’t worth the effort. Our world and our sin-

ful human nature work together to give us plenty of 

temptation and distraction. This temptation is not 

new. It existed even in the Bible times. That’s why 

endurance is called for. Keep moving in the same di-

rection. Keep moving toward the goal 

that is Jesus. 

Most races are individuals running, 

but not on their own. In the Leadville 

100 you can register as a group of 

friends to run together and encourage 

each other. After a certain point in the 

race, others can join you as pace set-

ters to encourage the runner to main-

tain a certain speed. There are support 

teams, medical personnel, rest stations 

and all sorts of help for the individual 

racer.  In the race for Jesus this sup-

port is called “your church”. 

In 2023, as a congregation, lets all work together and 

leave behind all the distractions of Covid, and secular 

politics and our own self-centered goals. Let’s focus 

again on the only goal that really matters and has 

eternal value. Let’s focus on the goal of Jesus and 

keep running together the race. See you on the trail! 

Peace, Pastor Andrew 

*Our verse is part of Hebrews 12:1-2. This snippet 
comes from where verse 1 feeds into verse 2. Verse 

divisions are a human addition to the Bible standard-
ized by A.D. 1560. 
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APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 If you or a loved one is hospitalized, please contact the church office so that we can pray for you 

and so that one of the Pastors or Elders can visit.   

Prayer requests can be made through the church office either by sending an email to secre-

tary.apostles@phxcoxmail.com or calling 623-979-3497. These requests will then be forwarded on to 

all our members to include in their daily prayers. 

Apostles Lutheran Church Preschool 

Monday—Friday 7:30 am—5:30 pm       School Hours  8:30 am—Noon 

Need Based Scholarships Available     Apostles Church Member Discounts 

For details contact  Beckie Ellis at 623-312-4831  

     Who is your favorite valentine?  Do you remember when it was time to bring your 

little valentine’s to school and pass them out to all your classmates, double checking 

your class list to see who gets which one?  Maybe you picked out a special one for 

someone you really liked?  You were filled with excitement and joy in your heart when you opened one 

up and it was from someone special, do you remember that feeling?   

     Let’s look at this again, can you imagine the size of the valentine you would receive from Jesus, if He 

passed out paper valentines to everyone on his list, like we do here at Preschool?  They would be bigger 

than anything we can physically hold or carry,  yet the love he sends in his valentine for each of us, is 

bigger than he can put on paper, and we can hold and carry that in our hearts daily. What a great Bless-

ing that is.  We will be making God size  Valentines in class to show the children the love He has for 

them, and how much bigger it is than anything we can buy at the stores. 

      We are now enrolling students for the 2023-2024 school year. Space is available now to let your 

child get a head start learning the routines for the new year.  This is a great opportunity for children to 

begin learning the how to make friends, have peers of their own age to interact with and all the while 

learning skills for kindergarten.  Give us a call and learn about our fantastic school.   

      We received our new star rating of a 4,  rated a high four (my coach was excited we are not far off of 

a five star rating).  This is a great accomplishment as some schools did not recover well after covid.  We 

also had our completed our state assessment and were told we did fantastic on our classroom scores 

and we passed.   I am very proud of my team of teachers and the hard work and time they pour into our 

wonderful Preschool.    

      I want to give a big thanks to the Tuesday crew for trimming up our tree on the playground, it is the 

best it has looked in a long time, thanks again guys. 

 

Miss Beckie, Miss Susan, Miss Kellie 
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Social Ministries—

Service Project that 

EVERYONE can                    

participate in. 
Did you ever imagine those pesky overly abun-
dant plastic grocery bags that pile up in our 
homes could make a positive difference in the 
life of a person on the streets? They most cer-
tainly can.  Brave and intrepid volunteers here 
at Apostles are making sleeping mats from 
plastic bags. It takes 500-700 bags to make one 
mat. These mats are lightweight, easy to clean, 
and provide insulation and a barrier between 
the individual and the ground or floor.  
 
Thanks to you we now have five completed 
mats. Remember it takes between 400-700 
bags to make a mat, so you all have done a su-
per job at moving this project forward. I encour-
age you to pray for the homeless as you fold 
the bags flat. Those working on crocheting mats 
are praying for the homeless, also. We will col-
laborate with a group that serves the homeless 
to get them delivered. In the meantime,  let's 
cover them in prayer. 
 
We ask that you donate your unwanted plastic 
grocery bags to  the receptacle in the Narthex 
labeled Plastic Bags. Please flatten them out to 
make them easier to transport, and to cut. If you 
are interested in how they are made, and/or 
want to get started making them go to You 
Tube - How to Make Sleeping Mats for the 
Homeless. There are so many videos to peruse. 
If you have questions, text  Mary Otte at 623-
377-6029 or email at 
Mbotte52779@gmail.com.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
The Fourth Friday of every month we meet to pray together, share patterns and tips for 

making shawls. We also pray over the completed shawls.  We love requests. Let us 

know you need a shawl and we will provide the prayers for the individual and a shawl. 

You are invited to join us on the Fourth Friday of every month at 10 am in the Fellowship 

Hall. If you do not knit or crochet, join us to make "plarn". It's super easy and will enable 

those crocheting the sleeping mats to work without having to stop to make plarn.  

Human Care Ministry 
 

Food Pantry 
Our food pantry is funded ,in 
part, thanks to a grant from 
the West Valley Lutheran 
Thrift Shop. Our sincere 

thanks goes out to them. If you, or someone you 
know, need a food box, please fill out the Food 
Box Request form on the Human Care Ministry 
table in the Narthex. Place your request in the 
box on the table. Food boxes are available for 
pick-up on Tuesdays from 9 to 11.   
 
We still need your donations in order to provide 
a quality food box. Items needed:  milk  - evapo-
rated, powdered, or shelf-stable milk which can 
be stored without need of refrigeration, and 
canned meat - chicken, tuna, spam. We would 
like to provide basic spices like salt and  pepper, 
garlic and onion powder, Italian spices, and 
whatever you like to use. I have found that bouil-
lon cubes make a great flavor addition to other-
wise bland food. Additionally, soups such as 
cream of mushroom, cream of celery, cream of 
chicken can make a meal out of canned meat 
and potatoes. These "fancy" items can make a 
plain meal special. 

Interfaith Homeless Emergency 
Lodging Program - I-Help 

 
Apostles now has a meal team 
that will serve meals for this pro-
gram. Beginning this month, 
they will make and deliver a 
meal to host churches.  
We will also be providing toiletry 

kits to this program. Travel size toiletries and 
washcloth are needed to fill these kits, as are 
quart storage bags.  
It's not too late to be a part of this great oppor-
tunity to help others.  

“Do not withhold good from those to whom you 

should give it if it is within your power to help.”  -

Proverbs 3:27 

mailto:Mbotte52779@gmail.com


If you wish to donate flowers for a special occasion, the cost is $25. Please sign the flower chart located in the  Fellow-

ship Hall. If you sign up for flowers after the newsletter has been sent for that month, please call the church office. We 

have space for 2 arrangements per Sunday with a cost of $25 per arrangement.  You can place your payment in the 

offering box clearly marked FLOWERS. Our florist is Four Seasons located at 67th Ave. and Cactus  623-878-2740. 

Feb. 5       Stephan & Lisa Waltz in honor of Dorothy’s 92nd birthday 

Feb. 12 

Feb. 19 

Feb. 26 

Are we missing your picture?  Putting names and faces together is much easier if you provide 

a picture for the directory. You can bring a picture to the secretary to be scanned, email a pic-

ture, or ask Pastor to take one on Sunday morning.  It’s easy and helps everyone. 

 Getting updates for your church directory is as easy as requesting that service to be provided 

to you. Drop your directory off in the church office (labeled with your name) and it will be updated for you.  We make every 

attempt  to print address changes and additions in the monthly newsletter so you can update your own directory.  If you 

do not currently have a directory and would like one, we can print one for you. (The cost to print a directory in color is approx. $8. 

Any donation to help defray this cost is appreciated)  
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Celebrating in FebruaryCelebrating in FebruaryCelebrating in February   

01/1997 Andy & Wendy Cibils  

03/1996 Duane & Ginnie Bargmann 

04 Ramon Cabrales 

 Russ Hodgden 

05/2000 Brad & Jana Riley 

06 Joyce Heil 

 Heidi Miller 

 Gary Rayburn 

10/1990 John & Katherine Markoski 

11 Ursula Baatz 

13/1971 Tom & Janet Schleier 

14/1980 Paul & Diane Clements 

20/1988 Lyle & Donalene Schlenz 

23  Katherine Markoski 

25/1972 Duane & Martha Danner 

27  Andrew Byars 

 

Altar Flowers FebruaryAltar Flowers FebruaryAltar Flowers February   



Those Serving Us This MonthThose Serving Us This MonthThose Serving Us This Month   
         8:00 am                                      11:00 am   

Feb. 5 

Video operator: 

8am– Tom Schleier 

11am - As God Provides 

Counters - Bill Toops & Joyce 

Heil 

Pew Maintenance - Sharon 

Ferraro 

Skip Kamps, elder 

Rick Grulke, usher 

Terri Grulkevides, usher                                                                  

Rick Grulke,  reader 

Gayle Andrejack, altar guild 

As God Provides, acolyte 

Russ Hodgden, elder 

Amaris Baldwin,  reader 

Lynn Hodgden, altar guild 

Henry Baldwin, acolyte 

Feb.  12 

Video operator: 

8am– Tom Schleier 

11 am - Ryan Gentry 

Counters - Martha Danner & 

Karen Nicol 

Pew Maintenance - Sharon 

Ferraro 

Duane Bargmann, elder 

Stephen Waltz, usher 

Mike Scheerer, usher  

Tom Nass,  reader 

Connor Edmundson , acolyte 

Joel Helsper, elder 

Joyce Heil, reader 

As God Provides, acolyte 

Feb. 19 

Video operator: 

8am– Tom Schleier 

11am - As God  Provides 

Counters - Ron Bissey & Sue 

Baughman 

Pew Maintenance - Sharon 

Ferraro 

Joel Helsper, elder 

Lyle Schlenz, usher 

John Nicol, usher 

Kevnin Wenker, reader 

Pat Bilovesky, altar guild 

As God Provides , acolyte 

Skip Kamps, elder 

Amaris Baldwin, reader 

Joyce Heil, altar guild 

Henry Baldwin, acolyte 

Feb. 26 

Video operator: 

8am - Tom Schleier 

11am - Ryan Gentry 

Counters - Katherine Marko-

ski & Brenda Smith 

Pew Maintenance - Sharon 

Ferraro 

Russ Hodgden, elder 

Barry Yohnka, usher 

Joel Helsper, usher 

Steve Sears, reader 

Connor Edmundson, acolyte 

Joel Helsper, elder 

As God Provides, reader 

As God Provides, acolyte 
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Women’s Bible Study                                                                                                                                                     

Every Thursday                                                                                                                                                    

6:00 pm  Administration Building                                                                                                                            

“Lord, Teach Us To Pray”       

We look forward to seeing you for a time of good study,                                               

fellowship and prayer.  All materials will be provided. 

Men’s Bible Study    
2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month 
9:00 am  Administration Building 
Winning the Race   
By: Chris Schneider 

 

https://www.lhm.org/studies/author.asp?id=18436


The mission of the                         

Lutheran Women’s                       

Missionary League is to      

assist each woman of 

the LCMS in affirming 

her relationship with 

the Triune God so that 

she is able to use her 

gifts in  ministry to the 

people of the world. 

Serve the Lord with   

gladness.                                    
Psalm 100:2 

If you want to know how you 
can become part of this out-
standing, faith filled Mission, 

And help spread the Gospel 
to people near and far 

Talk to Pastor Byars or  
Susan Thomas 
623-931-0407 
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LWML Mission Statement 
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support 

missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. 

www.psdlwml.org        www.lwml.org 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Pledge 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of re-
demption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 

obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing 
service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior 

our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to ex-

tend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great 
task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 

 
The LWML supports the work of missionaries around the world, equipping them 
with the resources they need to proclaim Christ to all who are still in their sins, 
pointing them to their Savior. 

 
Thanks be to God!  All 28 mission grants for the National LWML 2021-2023 bi-
ennium have been paid in full.  New National LWML mission grants will be vot-
ed on in June 2023 in Milwaukee, WI. 

2022-2024 Pacific Southwest District Mission Grants, your mites go to support 
the following:      

Camperships to Camp ALOMA for low-income and disadvantaged kids. 

Scholarships for Church Workers in Crisis, Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat, Wicken-
burg, AZ 

And 15 other missions. 

Thanks to generous donors like yourself we have been able to fund 10 of our 17 
District Mission Grants in less than 6 months.  That doesn’t mean we are scaling 
back but will save any excess mite money for the 2024-2026 Biennium. 

 
Speaking of the 2024-2026 Biennium, LWML Pacific Southwest District is ac-
cepting new mission grant proposals.  The deadline to file a mission grant pro-
posal is September 15, 2023.  If you have any ideas for a mission grant, contact 
Susan and she will get you the paperwork.  The mission must be within the Pa-
cific Southwest District, and it must be used to spread the Gospel.  Apostles has 
received two mission grants in the past.  I challenge the Pastors, Church Coun-
cil, Elders, and all committees to come up with a mission grant idea. 

Next Mite Sunday – April 30, 2023 

 
 

http://www.psdlwml.org
http://www.lwml.org
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Friends of Orphan Grain Train, Arizona Branch, 

 

Orphan Grain Train is a Recognized Service Organization, RSO, of the LCMS.  To extend its mission out-
reach, education and social ministry, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod works with independent Rec-
ognized Service Organizations (RSOs) that agree to ensure their programs are in harmony with the doctrine 
and practice of the LCMS. 

 

We continue to: 

Collect school supplies for children in Sells and Tuba City 

Collect gently used clothing, sizes infant to 4XL 

Collect new underwear and socks 

Collect items for hygiene kits 

Share our blessings with people who are in need here in Arizona 

Serve in a unique way:  local schools, women’s and men’s groups and entire congregations with us 
learning about philanthropy and our ministry. 

 

 

We are back to having the warehouse open on the 2nd & 4th Saturday of every month.  If in doubt contact 
Susan first, email and phone number are below.  If you have a donation for Orphan Grain Train but can’t 
take it to the warehouse, please contact Susan. 

 

Our address is 1329 N 29th Ave, Suite E-15, Phoenix, AZ 

Our front door faces I-10 

(Take McDowell Rd to 29th Ave, we are 2 blocks south of McDowell Rd. see our sign by the gate)     

Secretary Susan Thomas @ 480.621.9251; 414sthomas@gmail.com.  

 

Our Mission:  In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the Orphan Grain Train movement encourages and 
enables God’s people to share personal and material resources in bringing Christ’s name and character to 
needy people both far and near.  Sometimes that character expresses itself as a word well spoken, sometimes 
as a bandage well applied and sometimes as a child well fed. 

February 2023 

mailto:414sthomas@gmail.com
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Youth Sponsored 

Rummage Sale 

Coming in February 

Items may be left in the “Jonah” Sunday School Room 

(east side of room 3). Sunday drop offs are preferred. 

Please call Pastor for other drop off days    Questions?  

Please contact Pastor (623)341-9553 or Marie Byars  

 

Sunday, March 26  12:30 pm                                     

Annual Church Picnic                                              

Food, Fun, Fellowship                                               

corn hole tournament and other games 

Annual Dinner Theater                                                                                                                                                                                          

February 18  5pm                                                                                                                                                                                    

Montley Manor (Apostles Lutheran Church) Family Life Center                                                                                                         

Join us for the reception for our dearly departed Chester Montley.   A covered dish meal will be served. Tick-

ets will be sold for $10 to cover the cost of the meal and other items. Come and pay your respects and bring 

a friend or two and maybe you can solve the mystery at our dinner theater this year. See Duane Bargmann 

for further details or call (623) 486-3139.  

Saturday, May 6    2pm                                                       
Bring a friend and a snack to share. 

Saturday, June 17                                
Carpooling from the church will be 

arranged 



Apostles Lutheran Church 

7020 W. Cactus Rd.      Peoria, AZ  85381-5318 

Office:  623-979-3497  Fax:  623-979-5778 

Email: secretary.apostles@phxcoxmail.com                           

www.apostles-az.org 

Prayer Chain 

Church Office (Mon—Fri)   Phone 623-979-3497 

Email: secretary.apostles@phxcoxmail.com 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Andrew Byars   pastorbyars@phxcoxmail.com 

Associate Pastor                               

Rev. Ramon Cabrales      preacherrc@hotmail.com 

Deaconess 

Maria del Carmen Cabrales 

Deacon 

Duane Danner 

Parish Administrator   

Kris Lindsay   secretary.apostles@phxcoxmail.com 

Preschool Director 

Beckie Ellis  preschool.apostles@phxcoxmail.com 

 Office Hours  

Mon-Thurs  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

March newsletter Deadline                                                                                     

Wednesday, February 15                                                                               

(All information and articles must be on the secretary’s desk                   

by 9am on deadline day) 

WORSHIP 

8:00am & 11:00am  Worship                                         
(communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays) 

9:30am Bible Study 

Facebook.com/apostleslutheranchurchaz   

 www.Youtube.com/ApostlesLutheranChurch Peoria AZ 


